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SUBJECT: NARCOTICS: AMBASSADOR'S CALL ON MINISTER OF INTERIOR 

1 . THE AMBASSADOR CALLED ON THE MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR, 

BRIGADIER GENERAL LUIS CISNEROS, ON MARCH 17, TO INTRO- 
DUCE THE DCM AND DISCUSS NARCOTICS (AND OTHER MATTERS SEPTELL 

2. STRESSING CONTINUING EMBASSY INTEREST IN ONGOING PROGRAMS 
OF NARCOTICS INTERDICTION, THE AMBASSADOR UNDERLINED OUR 
DESIRE TO STAY OUT OF THE MIDDLE OF ANY RIVALRY BETWEEN 

THE PIP AND THE GUARDIA CIVIL IN THE NARCOTICS ENFORCE- 
MENT FIELD. THE MINISTER ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THIS RIVALRY 
EXISTS AND SAID THAT HE IS CURRENTLY ATTEMPTING TO WORK 
OUT AGREED ARRANGEMENTS TO CLARIFY AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY 
AND TO ASSURE FRUITFUL COOPERATION AMONG ALL POLICE ELEMENTS. 

THE MINISTER ALSO INDICATED THAT HE IS SUPPORTING PROPOSALS 
FOR A NEW GOVERNMENT ATTACK ON THE PROBLEM OF ILLEGAL COCA 
PLANTINGS. HIS OWN RECOMMENDATION, HE SAID, IS TO GIVE 
THE GOVERNMENT A MONOPOLY OF LEGAL PLANTINGS. FOR HIS 
PART, THE AMBASSADOR REFERRED TO RECENT STATEMENTS FROM 
WASHINGTON REAFFIRMING THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION'S DETER- 
MINATION TO CONTINUE SUPPORT TO THE INTERNATIONAL EFFORT 
AGAINST DRUG TRAFFICKING AND ABUSE. HE ADDED THAT THE 
EMBASSY IS AWAITING DETAILS AS TO ANY CHANGES IN PRI 
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ORITIES OR EMPHASIS IN THESE PROGRAMS. 
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